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Gather the guests (with singing bowl)
<Raise Circle, Call Quarters, Invoke Deity>

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
Sir Stephen:  We thank you all for joining us today.

And, I wish to offer a special thank-you to Mistress Blair, our Household Priestess for the day, who made time in her own incredibly busy schedule to assist me in formulating and writing this ceremony.  In addition, she arrived here early today and performed a cleansing ritual of our home.  She has made of it a fresh, clean empty vessel waiting to be filled with what catherine and I, along with all of you will bring to it.  Today it is being filled with the positive energy that I believe each of us has brought here today.  This is a wonderful new beginning for the spiritual life that we hope will blossom within these walls.

There is another new beginning that I would like to mention.  As many of you know, I have been considering an applicant for membership to my Household.  Earlier today he was accepted as an apprentice to my Household, a contract was signed and he was given his house name of Joseph.  Please feel free to congratulate him later if you wish.

I have promised to be brief today so we can all return to eating, drinking, and socializing as quickly as possible (and those of you who know me best, know how hard it is for me to do anything briefly).  But I do want to explain, briefly, why we decided to combine the housewarming with a ceremony.  As most of you know, catherine and I have been through a difficult period of change, transition, and stress for close to a year now.  There is nothing extraordinary in that.  Life is always about change and transition.  Others here have also gone through difficult changes in the same time.  And this ritual is, in part, for all of you as well, and we hope that those of you in need will receive a measure of healing and hope from what we are all about to participate in.

In the chaos created by such periods of transition one must focus time and energy in unexpected places and this can divert our attention from those things that are truly important to us.  Ceremony and rituals fight chaos; they help to focus our attention on the possibility of order and structure, even if just for a few moments.  The ceremony today is designed to give us just such a moment of focus and structure.  Focus on what is truly important.  Loss and change can overwhelm us, but they are about things that are gone…what is truly important is what survives loss and change…what we return to as the wellsprings of our strength, joy, and innermost serenity.  For me it is my relationship with catherine, my role as Master and her role 
as slave.  The recent months of transition distracted me from those things which are most important to me, and in the presence of all you gathered here I rededicate myself to them.

The ceremony marking this rededication includes a cutting.  If during the cutting, you should become distressed by the sight of the blood, please feel free to leave the room.  I assure you that no one will be offended or upset.
MAGICKAL WORKING AND VOWS
Mistress Blair: Please lead catherine to Sir Stephen’s side.

<catherine is brought Sir Stephene and kneels before Him>

Mistress Blair:  slave catherine, why do you kneel before Sir Stephen?

slave catherine:  Because, he is my Master and he stands above, guiding my life and creating order for me in all things and in all ways.

Mistress Blair:  Sir Stephen, why do you stand before slave catherine?

Sir Stephen:  Because I am her Master and I stand above her, guiding her life and creating order for her in all things and in all ways.

Mistress Blair:  And yet, slave catherine, have you strayed from your path?

slave catherine:  I have strayed from my path.

Mistress Blair:  Sir Stephen, have you strayed from your path?

Sir Stephen:  I have strayed from my path.

Mistress Blair:  slave catherine what will are you willing to do to return to your path?

slave catherine:  I will do whatever is asked of me.  I will serve in humility and the greatest possible obedience.

Mistress Blair:  Sir Stephen, what are You willing to do to return to Your path?

Sir Stephen:  I vow to give of My strength, My energy, My life to guide catherine and me forward.  I will train and instruct, I will correct and punish.

In proof of this vow I present to catherine my new Household Protocols and Rules.

Mistress Blair:  slave catherine have you read the new Rules and Protocols and do you agree to live your life in accordance with them?

slave catherine:  Yes.
HAND FASTING CEREMONY
Mistress Blair:  Ropes have a special meaning in this lifestyle and this length of rope, stretched tight and straight between you both, now represents the straight path that you have both set your feet upon today.  As I gather up this rope and bind you with it may you both be bound to one another and to the path you have chosen.  And may this path bring you strength in times of chaos, joy in moments of despair and blessings each day.

Sir Stephen, will you overburden slave catherine?




I may.

Is that Your intent?









No.

slave catherine, will you overburden Sir Stephen?




I may. 

Is that your intent?









No.

Will you both vow to use any burdens as a means to show your love and support for one another?










We will.

And so the binding is made.

Sir Stephen, will you disappoint slave catherine?




I may.

Is that Your intent?









No.

slave catherine, will you disappoint Sir Stephen?




I may.

Is that your intent?









No.

Do you both agree to trust and honor the other through any disappointments?
We will.

And so the binding is made.

Sir Stephen, will you harm slave catherine?





I may.

Is that Your intent?









No.

slave catherine, will you harm Sir Stephen?





I may.

Is that your intent?









No.

And do you both vow to further care for and protect one another?


We do.

And so the binding is made.

slave catherine, is it your desire to rededicate your life to Sir Stephen in service and obedience?













It is.

Sir Stephen, with absolute authority comes absolute responsibility.  Do you accept this responsibility?









I do.

And so the binding is finished.

As these knots are tied, so are you bound by the ties you’ve created between your souls in this lifetime.  Keep this rope as a token of your bond and look upon it often to remind you of your desire to stay this path as Master and slave; Lord and servant.
CUTTING

Mistress Blair:  Sir Stephen and slave catherine have decided to endure the pain of a cutting today.  Why?  Because the act of the cutting is a reminder of the discomfort they have endured in these months of change and the fact that the changes that have caused the discomfort are drawing to a close.  Like the pain of the cuttings, the changes pass, and then heal, with time, but they leave behind a mark on our lives.

Sir Stephen and slave catherine have chosen to have a rune cut into Their flesh.  It is My belief  that runes or even other symbols cut into flesh bring their meanings and energy into the body and the life of the person who willingly accepts such a cutting.  I see this as magick.

The rune they have chosen to have scribed upon them is Wunjo…a rune that speaks to a transition completed…joy in one’s work and creation…well-earned rewards…the pleasure of attainment one brings to themselves and their clan (or Household!)…a battle well-fought and won…wishes fulfilled or yet to be fulfilled—especially wishes that would push one closer to an ideal, closer to perfection.

Wunjo says that shifts that needed to take place have occurred and you are now free to receive blessings.  When used in a magickal working (which this is) Wunjo is called upon to ensure victory or attainment of a much desired outcome and it looks beyond the victory to the celebration of victory.

I also want to mention that Wunjo is the last rune of the first aett.  It represents both the end of a cycle and preparation for the next.  It is a very positive and stable rune, however, it’s a place where one might get complacent and become stalled on their journey.  It’s not a permanent bliss.  It is success and fulfillment at one level.  There is always more to be 
achieved.  Still, Wunjo represents a joyful and welcome rest, a place to recharge for the rest of the journey that lies ahead.

<CATHERINE IS CUT>
Mistress Blair:  slave catherine, to mark your first step back on your true path, affix your blood seal to the Household Protocols and the Household Emblem.

<slave catherine takes blood from the cutting on her thumb and presses the bloody print to the document and the Household Emblem>

<STEPHEN IS CUT>
Mistress Blair:  Sir Stephen, to mark your first step back on your true path, affix your blood seal to the Household Protocols and the Household Emblem.

<Sir Stephen takes blood from the cutting on her thumb and presses the bloody print to the document and the Household Emblem>

In honor of what you have begun here today I place upon you, Sir Stephen 

<place the rune around Sir Stephen’s neck>

and upon you, slave catherine

<place the rune around slave catherine’s neck>

the rune Wunjo so that even as the marks upon your skin fade you will always have this reminder of your commitment today…and may Wunjo also remind you of the JOY in your commitment.

Further gifts of Wunjo that you may choose to carry or to set up in Your home.

<conclude the ceremony; bid quarters farewell; open the circle>
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